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ITH THE WAR ENDED, the most significant fact for modern architecture would seem to be that we are now 
in the middle of the twentieth century. Brief though the war was for America, this simple and obvious fact 
serves to separate the post-war period from the pre-war period which was still in continuous sequence with the 
earlier part of the twentieth century. In its relation to architecture the early twentieth century seems to have been 
singularly worried about questions of time and the pace of contemporary stylistic development, and as a result of 


this, questions of architecture were per- 
petually debated in terms of up-to-date- 
ness or modernity. Was such and such a 
way of building true to our hopes for the 
twentieth century or was it merely in- 
herited from the nineteenth? Was Frank 
Lloyd Wright say or Albert Kahn truly a 
modern architect in the sense of the Euro- 
pean “International Style,” or were they 
only “half-modern”? Was such a building 
too advanced or not advanced enough? 
Were traditional materials out-of-date and 
was their use a sign of reaction? Were 
only certain types of articulated structure, 
whether ferroconcrete or metal, to be con- 
sidered truly modern? 

Such were the questions which architects 
and writers about architecture (and in- 
deed many laymen as well) perpetually 
disputed over in the period between the 
beginning of the century and 1939. It 
seems to me that now we are in the middle 
of the 20th century most of these issues 
can already be considered dated. 

Only in a few cultural backwaters, such 
as the world of the American colleges, are 
traditional stylisms still seriously consid- 
ered as appropriate in post-war building. 
It was a shock to me the other day in 
Princeton to see the Gothic gymnasium, 
burned during the war, rising again in 
Gothic style, and to hear that the various 
architects who have been concerned with 
the new library, now being planned, have 
all run up against the insistence of the 
college authorities that the exterior design 
shall be Gothic. 

But nowhere else but in the colleges I 
think are such attitudes seriously main- 
tained. Whether the realtors call their lit- 
tle houses “Cape Cod” or “Regency” has 
little to do with their actual style which 
is almost always contemporary, in how- 
ever feeble or confused a fashion. 

So that now we are in the middle of the 
20th century, in considering architecture 
seriously we need hardly discuss what is 
modern and what is not modern and how 
modern one should be and all the supposed 
dilemmas concerning the choice of types 


of construction and building materials in 
terms of their up-to-dateness. The choice 
of building materials, for example, partic- 
ularly since edifices employing the new 
synthetic materials have now been stand- 
ing long enough for us to learn their main- 
tenance problems both practically and vis- 
ually, has little to do with their being 
more or less up-to-date. It is essentially 
a question of maintenance. 

The advantage that the supposedly tra- 
ditional or natural materials seem to re- 
tain is that they are often able to grow 
old gracefully, which is, alas, rarely the 
case with many of the newer materials 
which were introduced with such acclaim 
during the past 25 years, It is not thet such 
materials should not be used, but that they 
should be re-studied and perfected in the 
light of maintenance experience. 

In many cases, indeed, wartime techni- 
cal developments, as with plywood, al- 
though they took place in the aireraft in- 
dustry, or some other non-architectural 
field, may well prove applicable to the 
improvement of new materials for archi- 
tectural use today. In inexpensive con- 
struction particularly it is evident from 
the present state of many prewar and war- 
time housing developments that the use of 
inexpensive methods of construction and 
surfacing matrials can be dangerous in- 
deed. 

I should hate to prophesy that our model 
housing of the prewar period would de- 
teriorate into slums as do much of the 
model housing of the 19th century, but, 
alas, some of the earliest public housing 
developments have already a rather dis- 
mal air now that their newness has worn 
off. It is not altogether unfair to say that 
only the rich can afford cheap construc- 
tion, since only they can be expected to 
pay for frequent and elaborate rehabilita- 
tion. 

Although it is obvious that much exist- 
ing housing can be humanized and made 
more sympathetic by additional planting, 
the wellknown collegiate device of shroud- 


ing architectural errors in ivy is at best 
but a makeshift, Therefore, I hope that 
the middle of the 20th century will find 
us more critical of the probable lasting 
qualities of materials and particularly the 
surface materials of our large-scale inex- 
pensive building. 

Why, one wonders, was the development 
of prefabricated construction in metal and 
wood, which was well advanced in Vic- 
torian England, cut short after the mid- 
century? My guess is that after a few 
years the structures, which had mostly 
been shipped to the tropical ends of the 
Empire, were too obviously very difficult, 
if not impossible, to maintain. 

As we are encouraged, because of war- 
time experience, to hope for further de- 
velopments of prefabricated and semi-pre- 
fabricated techniques, which were certain- 
ly most successful as used for temporary 
wartime structures, we must give partic- 
ular consideration to problems of mainten- 
ance lest a good idea be run into the 
ground again by popular reaction against 
a shoddy appearance after a few years. 

As the criteria in which we will pre- 
sumably be discussing architecture in the 
next decades will probably not be stylistic 
since, like the middle ages we are coming, 
for all the variety of our technical means, 
to have essentially only a single acceptable 
way of building: what other criteria than 
those of up-to-dateness can we use in con- 
sidering building problems and architec- 
tural qualities? 

It seems to me that when one removes 
the element of more or less modernity 
from modern architecture and considers 
all the architecture since the beginning 
of the century which has a good right to 
be considered modern since it is clearly 
not a mere continuance of 19th century 
historicism, we can distinguish two main 
types of work which are, in general, the 
product of two different types of architect 
or architectural firm. On the one hand 
we have the architecture of bureaucrats, 
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Abdul doesn’t know that a straw too many 
can break the camel’s back. And many 
people don’t know that one appliance too 
many on a circuit is the cause of that 
troublesome blown fuse. Many people 
are accustomed to inadequate wiring. But 
overloaded circuits are not your only 
handicap to home happiness if you have in- 
adequate wiring. It means, too, improper 
distribution of outlets—not having the 
electric roaster where you want it because 
there’s no outlet convenient, or it means 
that Dad can’t use that electric shaver 
where he wants it. Don’t think ‘there’s 


always room for one more.” Don’t be like 


Abdul. Adequate wiring means a home for 
you “as good as new’’—good enough to 
use every new appliance you'll want in 


your home. 


This is one of a series of advertisements prepared 
in cooperation with the Electrical Association 
of Detroit in the interest of insuring adequate 
wiring for every home in this area. Any house 
wired today should have enough properly spaced 
convenience outlets, enough circuits and large 
enough wire sizes for tomorrow's electrical living. 
It should accommodate the new frozen-food 
cabinets, electric ranges, automatic laundries, 
electric dishwashers and many other electrical 
appliarces that will make living pleasanter and 
easier. Wnen you build or remodel, be sure your 
home ‘‘measures up’’ in this important respect. 
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frequent painting, order implicit both in 
the type of construction and in the meth- 
ods of production for which the plant is 
designed—these are the principles which 
are basic to all good architecture, although 
they are arrived at in industrial archi- 
tecture for non-aesthetic reasons they 
are not without their aesthetic values. 

It is hardly necessary for me to illus- 
trate with slides here in Detroit these 
qualities in modern factories. I only wish 
they were equally evident in other types 
of 20th century bureaucratic architeeture. 
Unfortunately in housing the problem of 
scale confuses the issue. Factories are not 
built to the human scale and no one, there- 
fore, expects them to be cozy or warmly 
sympathetic. The most one can ask from 
the human point of view is that they pro- 
vide physically comfortable working con- 
ditions and all the time we seem to dis- 
cover that mere aspects of the physical 
environment that might seem to be purely 
matters of decoration, the use of colors 
and such things, are found to play a part 
in increasing human efficiency. 


The entrance of women into more and 
more types of industry will doubtless not 
bring back the curiousl” idyllic conditions 
in the Lowell textile mills of one hundred 
years ago where one of the girls read to 
her fellow workers the novels of Dickens 
and the essavs of Emerson as they tended 
the looms. But it has certainly increased 
the recognition of the fact that even the 
more delicate amenities in factories offer 
returns in quality and quantity of produc- 
tion. 

In housing, on the other hard, the very 
technical virtues of large scale planning 
land repeated units of construction dehu- 
Imanize, and while the architectural eye is 
better pleased by the order and clarity of 
a large-scale develornment, it is under- 
tandable that the individual dweller mav 
frequently hanker after the fleshvots or, 
should I say, the flowernots the re=ltor 
romises him in an individual home of 
is Own, as superficially different as pos- 
ible from that of his next-door neighbor. 
It is unlikely that we will turn the Amer- 
cans who are to be housed in large sez 
levelopments into 18th century English 
ristocrats, proud tn live in the dignified 
nonymity of a Georgian sarere. It be- 
ooves the bureaucrats. theref to pro- 
ide in public housing some of ‘he svirituel 
menities for the individuels But the best 
ommunity buildings svch as those at Cen- 
er Line provide for the smell community 
s a whole. 
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GRAND RAPIDS 
CHAPTER MEETING 


Grand Rapids Chapter, A.LA., is sched- 
uled to meet jointly with the Lansing 
Engineers’ Club on Tuesday, November 
6th, in Lansing. 

An exceptional man has been obtained 
for this meeting; Arthur J, Boase, a spe- 
cial editorial representative of the Engin- 
eering News-Record. Mr. Boase conduct- 
ed extensive investigations during the 
summer of 1944 in current design and con- 
struction in Brazil, Argentina and Uru- 
guay. Articles covering his investigations 
have appeared in the October 19, 1944, 
April 19, 1945, and June 28, 1945 issues of 
the Engineering News-Record; and his 
articles are reviewed in the September 19, 
1945 issue of PENCIL POINTS. 

He will speak on “Building Design and 
Construction in South America,” and he 
will illustrate his subject with slide views 
of outstanding structures and construction 
operations. We have been fortunate in ob- 
taining Mr. Boase for this meeting; it is 
his first appearance in Michigan, and af- 
ter reviewing his bockings for the next 
several months it is probable that he will 
not get back in this territory for some 
time. 


SAGINAW PLANNING CHIEF 
ON ASSOCIATION'S BOARD 


Robert B. Frantz, Seginaw architect and 
chairman of Saginaw’s municipal planning 
commission, was elected a director of the 
Michigan Association of Planning Officials 
at its initial meeting recently in Lansing. 
George F. Emery, Detroit city planning 
director, was named chairman of the or- 
ganization. 

Russel O, Koenig, secretary of the Sag- 
inaw city planning commission, attended 
the meeting with Frantz, The group was 
organized for the exchange of information 
and to encourage public interest in com- 
munity planning. It will have annul meet- 
ings in October and the directors will meet 
three times a year. 
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DETROIT’S FUTURE 

The Third Discussion Series on Detroit's 
future opens at the Main Library, Wood- 
ward and Kirby, Tuesday, November 13, at 
8:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Detroit Pub- 
lic Library and the Citizens’ Housing and ` 
Planning Council of Detroit this series of 
meetings: DETROIT’S FUTURE IS HERE 
will continue on three successive Tuesdays, 
November 20, 27 and December 4. At the 
November 13 meeting the topic will be: 
You and the Master Plan. Technicians 
who worked on the Master Plan will ex- 
plain it to you. The Chairman will he 
George Emery, Planning Director, City 
Plan Commission. Edward D. Connor, Ex- 
ecutive Director, Citizens’ Housing and 
Planning Council, will lead discussion 
among the following: Leo Nowicki, Assist- 
ant Director, City Plan Commission; Julian 
Tarrant, Chief, Master Plan Di on, City 
Plan Commission; and Armin Roemer, 
Land Use Planner, City Plan Commission. 
Come and hear the experts. Let them 
hear your ideas and suggestions. Admis- 
sion is free. 


SAMUEL C. ALLEN, architect, has mov- 
ed into new and larger auarters at 204 
Bearinger Bldg., Saginaw, Mich. 

e 

CHRISTIAN W. BRANDT has reestab- 
lished his architectural office at 201 S. Cen- 
ter St., Royal Oak, Mich. The telephone 
number is Lincoln 2-6110. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
Architectural Progress Copies 
JOHN S. COBURN 
5'7 Cha:levoix Bldg., Detroit, CHerry 2836 


GLASS BLOCK FOR 
YOUR PLANT—NOW! 


Critical materials are noi re 
quired to erect glass block 
panels in that new plant addi- 
tion—or in replacing werno it 
sash in existing buildings. Get 
Insulux Glass Block at pre-war 


prices—without delay. 


CADILLAC GLASS CO. 


2570 HART AVENUE 
DETROIT 


LENOX 4940 


WEEKLY BULLETIN 


Hitchcock- Continuea from Fage D 


and I mean no evil connotation in using 
the word bureaucrat, nor do I even neces- 
sarily mean merely the architectural pro- 
ducts of government agencies, though in 
the field of housing and the T.V.A., the 
work of government agencies ranks high in 
this sort of building. No, to me an even 
more characteristic field of bureaucratic 
building is industrial architecture and the 
typical case of the bureaucratic architec- 
tural agency is the great Detroit firm of 
Albert Kahn, Inc. 

On the one hand, then, we have the large 
scale architecture, whether governmental 
or industrial, which is the product of high- 
ly organized architectural ‘offices (which 
have themselves been characterized some- 
times as factories whose product is work- 
ing drawings) and on the other we have 
the architects who are geniuses. In using 
the term genius I no more wish to beg the 
question by a necessarily favorable conno- 
tation than I mean to beg the question in 
the case of the other sort of architecture 
by calling it bureaucratic, an adjective 
which to many people has become a sort 
of swear-word. 

My friend Virgil Thomson, the music 
critic of the New York Herald Tribune, in- 
sists there has been since Beethoven a 
genre chef d’oeuvres, that is to say, a classi- 
fication of musical works which by their 
scale and their ponderousness are intend- 
ed to vie with the symphonies of Beet- 
hoyen, In his estimation it is far from 
being even probable that composers who 
work by choice only in this “masterpiece 
category” will necessarily produce fine 
masterpieces. So it is far from being my 
implication that all architects who have 
worked as individual artistic geniuses in 
modern times have succeeded in produc- 
ing works of genius. 

In the work of one or two, however, the 
quality of genius has been widely recog- 
nized, and one of these men, Frank Lloyd 
Wright, is sometimes considered. both by 
himself and others, as a sort of Beethoven 
of American architecture. In many ways, 
Wright and his architecture may be con- 
sidered the perfect counterpoise to the 
firm of Kahn and its architecture. Not 
because a building by one is better than 
a building by the other but because they 
are in a certain sense incommensurable 
and the mid-20th century requires both 
sorts, 

It is true enough that the categories exist 
in terms of the work produced and the 
method of production and it by no means 
follows that were Wright to handle a large 
scale housing development or a large in- 
dustrial plant that the resultant product 
might not fall in the bureaucratic field, 
since it would be very difficult, if not im- 
possible, to carry through such work the 
intensely personal qualities which give his 
characteristic work their quality, while at 
the same time it would be necessary for 
the mere physical carrying-out of such a 
project to develop an articulated organiza- 
tion more comparable to that of the bu- 
reaucrats than the present. Taliesin Fel- 
lowship. 

Indeed, at this very time, Le Corbusier 
in France, whose executed work on the 
whole has belonged in the genius classifi- 
cation, is as a member of the Committee 
of Eight in charge of the reconstruction 
of France, providing himself with a large 
bureaucratic organization from whose 
drafting boards whole new cities are to 
flow. Even in the executed work of Le 
Corbusier we can distinguish between the 
individual villas by which his reputation 
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was first made and the housing develop- 
ments such as Pessac in which for a time 
it seemed that his reputation might be 
permanently lost. 

There is, I think, little fear that Mr. 
Wright will turn from the architecture of 
genius to the architecture of bureaucracy. 
Indeed, when I saw him several weeks 
ago in New York he said to me apropos of 
Le Corbusier, that “an architect must have 
sunk very low indeed if he were willin 
to work for his government!” Which is, 
suppose, the obvious type of bureaucratic 
architectural activity. 

I have seen here in Detroit some speci- 
mens of Albert Kahn’s early individual 
work which might lead one to believe that 
had he not preferred to develop what I 
suppose is the finest private bureaucratic 
architectural organization in the world he 
might have made a stab himself at the 
architecture of individual genius. But on 
on the whole the two classifications re- 
main separate and only become confused 
where certain clients, seeking a monu- 
mentality of architectural expression, 
which they do not merit, have sought to 
obtain from the bureaucratic architectural 
organizations which they employed for 
sound practical reasons works which vied 
superficially with the rare works of true 
architectural genius. 

The early 20th century liked to dream 
of city building but for economic reasons 
projects such as Le Corbusier or Wright's 
then seemed purely Utopian. But now, 
we find that the European cities, which 
were drastically bombed in the war, are 
consequently in a position to undertake 
large scale reconstruction which will prac- 
tically constitute in many cases the build- 
ing of new cities. Moreover we have lately 
learned that here in this country during 
the war we built not only innumerable 
military towns but also a full-scale city 
of 75,000 at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

It is quite obvious that building on such 
a scale must be predominantly in practice 
the work of bureaucrats, for the state, 
whether it be represented by a mysterious 
Manhattan District or by more normal po- 
litical organs, can only function through 
technical organizations that are assimilated 
by their bureaucratic organization to its 
own bureaucratic structure. 

It_is obvious, however, that although 
the Europeans may have little money and 
little time and little energy to spend on 
the works of individual genius in architec- 
ture which are the counterpoise to bureau- 
cratie architecture and which can lift acres 
and acres of building that is worthy but 
almost certainly dull by providing a focus 
of richer and more intense interest. they 
have fortunately for such necessarv focci 
of interest the remaining monuments of 
many architectural geniuses of the past. 

The English need build no new cathedral 
of London at the center of their rebuilt 
city since, fortunately, Wren’s St. Paul’s 
still stands. In this country where we 
have no such opportunities for large scale 
rebuilding we would also lack such herit- 
ages from the individual genius of the 
past, not only because in our briefer history 
we have had fewer architectural geniuses 
and thus we have had less opportunity to 
produce worthy monuments, but because 
in our lack of piety we have too rarely 
preserved the worthy monuments we did 
possess, so that they might leaven our new 
cities if we ever get around to build them. 

It is fortunate, therefore, that we have in 
Frank Lloyd Wright a 20th century genius 
in architecture with whom few European 
contemporaries can vie. Yet it must be 
admitted that one of his finest monuments, 


the Midway Gardens in Chicago, was de- 
stroyed as pointlessly, for supposedly eco- 
nomie reasons, as Richardsons Marshall 
Field’s store. Ironically, Wright’ Imperial 
Hotel in Tokyo still stands, a monument 
to leaven whatever sort of bureaucratic ar- 
chitecture the Japanese may eventually 
employ in rebuilding Tokyo. 

In some ways it is easier to consider the 
character of bureaucratic architecture in 
relation to industrial plants than in rela- 
tion to housing. That is particularly true 
here in Detroit where your factories seem 
always to have been finer than your pro- 
visions for housing those who work in 
them. Also, I have myself been working 
for the last few years in the Pratt & Whit- 
ney Aircraft plan in East Hartford, built 
by Kahn, Ine., and I can speak from per- 
sonal experience of the qualities of good 
20th century industrial building. 

Many of the elements that are thought 
to give architectural quality to most build- 
ings are necessarily lacking in a large 
modern plant, To a considerable extent 
once a sufficient area is covered, with 
the supports properly spaced, planning in 
the old-fashioned sense is something that 
the plant lay-out department revises every 
Monday morning, since within the covered 
area necessary, special features such as 
locker rooms, toilets, cafeterias and so 
forth are purposely placed either below or 
above the level on which the machine 
tools and the elements of the production 
lines are freely and frequently moved 
about to meet changing demande rather 
more frequently than a housewife moves 
around her various articles of furniture. 

Thus a factory lacks the expressive in- 
terest that arises from the articulation of 
parts in plan which gives expressive mean- 
ing to structures which are at once similar 
and more complex. Similarly the continu- 
ity of the construction over large areas, 
no matter how ingenius in principle the 
construction may be, is monotonous. That 
major element of aesthetic quality in archi- 
tecture, interior space composition, hardly 
exists, since the areas are so great and so 
filled with subsidiary movable features, 
power lines, pipes, ete., as well as blocked 
by large machine tools that the sense of 
space is indefinite and without boundary. 

Finally, except occasionally for power 
plant stacks, modern industrial plants us- 
ually lack emphasis externally. The at- 
tempts that were once made to provide 
such emphasis by a more monumental 
treatment of the administrative office 
blocks were fortunately being given up 
even before the war, Although the ex- 
pression of an office block necessarily dif- 
fers from that of a production area it is 
properly as continuous in structural treat- 
ment and as internally void and elastic. 

But if most of the more characteristic 
forms of architectural interest are lack- 
ing from present day factories and will 
presumably continue to be lacking from 
those of the post-war period, it is not true 
that factories are devoid of architectural 
qualities, nor that they do not have aes- 
thetic virtues and vices which permit one 
to say legitimately that one factory is bet- 
ter than another in other than structural, 
functional ways. These qualities, how- 
ever, are on the level of amenities. Per- 
haps the major change in factory design 
from the late 19th century is the emphasis 
on amenities. Where once a factory was 
thought to be a blot on the horizon and 
the area where it was located necessarily 
blighted, a 20th century factory is often 
the most visually agreeable object in a 
large area. 

Cleanliness 


maintained internally by 
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SHORTAGE OF ARCHITECTS 


By ROGER ALLEN, President, Michigan Society of Architects 


The following is a talk by Mr. Allen, at the Michigan Construction 
Industry Council, called by Gov. Kelly, in Lansing, on Sept. 18, 1945 


T THE REQUEST of Governor Kelly, the Michigan Society of Architects has just completed a very rapid but 
comprehensive survey of the number of draftsmen needed by the profession in Michigan. We were trying 

to ascertain whether it would be possible to get some of these men out of the service a little sooner, which would 
be a very fine thing and I hope it can be done to a certain extent. We have discovered that, as of today, the archi- 


tectural offices in the state need 422 more men than they now have. That may not sound like a great many in 
comparison with the building crafts, but 
422 skilled architectural men can produce 
plans representing a high dollar volume of 
building. As a matter of fact, this repre- 
sents about 20 per cent of the total men 
now engaged in the profession in Michi- 
gan, Our greatest shortage is in junior 
draftsmen, because they were comprised of 
the younger men who went into service. 


Meeting of Detroit Chapter 
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 
Engineering Society of Detroit, 100 Farnsworth Ave., 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1945 
Board Meeting, 4:00 p.m. — Dinner, 6:30 p.m. — Program, 8:00 p.m. 
SPEAKER: Mr. Arthur J. Boase, Chicago, Special Editorial Representative for Engineer- 


ing News-Record, on leave of absence as manager of the Structural Bureau of the 
Portland Cement Association, 


SUBJECT: “BUILDING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION IN SOUTH AMERICA.” 


Mr. Boase made a three-months tour of Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay during the 
summer of 1944 to study and report for Engineering News-Record on construction 


Of course, I don’t think it would be quite 
right to say that if it comes to a show 
down between private work and the State 
work, undoubtedly the State work will get 
done first. State work is more desirable, 
for several reasons. You can work with 


the Buildings and Construction Division, 
which has acquired a mass of information 
on materials of substantial aid to the archi- 
tect. If it is absolutely necessary to get 
the plans for a State program out at the 
preesnt time, that can be done, but it may 
well be at the expense of private building. 


As a matter of fact, the thing bothering 
the architectural profession more than any- 
thing else at the present time is a matter 
Mr, Holden touched on slightly, and that 
is the matter of shrinkage in the total 
building estimates due to the fact that 
building costs are high. In some instances, 
where the cost is up 100 per cent, a good 
many private projects are going to be 
killed. 


I think that it might be a very good idea 
to separate planning from actual construc- 


practices of South American engineers and architects in the field of reinforced con- 
crete building work. He was chosen for the assignment because of his reportorial 
ability and knowledge of reinforced design as well as American building codes. 


tion in the consideration of the State’s pro- 
gram. I think that one of the most val- 
uable things about the $5 million State aid 
program is that it is, in the best sense, long 
range planning. Many of those jobs are 
not going to be built immediately, and on 
all of those jobs the architects and en- 
gineers have had much more time to com- 
plete plans than they would under ordin- 
ary circumstances, That means we are 
going to get better jobs, Also, the cost 
might be less, because you might be able 
to investigate new methods and materials 
coming on the market in this postwar 
period. 

I think the State would be very well ad- 


vised to have all the planning documents 
ready or in the course of preparation, so 
that the State Administrative Board will 
be in a position to take advantage of any 
change. I believe very wholeheartedly 
that there is going to be a tremendous 
building expansion in the United States in 
the next four or five years. But on the 
other hand, building does not proceed in 
a straight line, it is a succession of high 
peaks and low depressions. Anything that 
the Governor and the State Administra- 
tive Board can do to level off those peaks 
and those depressions will certainly be to 
the advantage of the construction indus- 
try. 
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BLUEPRINT FOR GOOD 
BEHAVIOUR 

“The House of Tomorrow spells doom for 
love and simple eccentricities” wor s 
From Vogue, Oct. |, 1945 By Marya Mannes 

Anyone who views post-war morals 
with alarm need only look at Tomorrow’s 
Small House, as a recent exhibition at the 
Modern Museum calls it, It is, in model 
form at least, an absolute guarantee of 
chastity. The designers of the future have 
made sin impossible by a series of archi- 
tectural principles far more potent than 
statutes or sermons. 

In the first place, this pre-fabricated 
dream is two-thirds made of glass. Not 
glass bricks, not frosted glass, just window- 
glass—the stuff you see through. Every 
corner of the room is thus flooded with 
light, abolishing shadow. This would be 
all right if the room fronted on virgin for- 
ests. But the house of the future consists 
very often of a row of such rooms all 
facing on a common terrace or patio. Any- 
one on that terrace can, by simply walk- 
ing from east to west, look into =ll the 
rooms at any time. This would be dis- 
couraging to all but the most brazen ex- 
hibitionists. There are curtaris at hand, 
to be sure, but drawing them across the 
mammoth panes would be a rather crude 
advertisement, if not downright mislead- 
ing. 

The architects have, wth fiendish in- 
genuity, done away with hallways, cubby- 
holes, attics, or any enclosed srace where 
darkness or the shutting of a door could 
ensure at least a modicum of privacy. The 
modern house, in fact, is remarkably free 
of doors. Instead, there ere movable 
screens, often slatted, mcvatle partitions, 
easily displaced, and a nu.-ber of other 
devices by which the fourth wall—the 
shield of man—is dispensed with. 

Even innocent children have no privacy. 
Not only is one of their walls made oi 
glass, but the wall between their beds can 
contract and disappear at the touch of a 
finger. Moreover the kitchen wing is often 
so designed that Mom, taking her pre- 
fabricated roast out of the deep-freeze, 
can keep her young in oblique view across 
the terrace at all times. She can als see 
the guests at all times, as the kitchen is 
only a gleaming sanitary extension of the 
living room. There is thus no opportunity 
for Dad to take the gents into the back 
room as there is no back room, 

Possibly, the architects were designing 
this house only for the kind of whole- 
some American family that functions hap- 
pily without love. But what happens when 
Louise grows up and has a fellow in after 
supper? At least the front porch of her 
mother’s day was dimly lit or had lilac 
bushes in front of it; and Mom and Dad 
usually had the delicacy to stay inside the 
house. But where, in this crystal palace 
of the future, can Louise get away from 
her folks? 

The small house of tomorrow spells 
doom not only for love but for the simple 
eccentricities that made Uncle Ralph and 
Aunt May such amusing, if at times try- 
ing, people. Uncle Ralph can’t try on 
his helmet of World War II without a 
battery of eyes turned on him from the 
terrace in pitying derision. Aunt May 
can’t practice ballet positions in her un- 
derwear without danger of being commit- 
ted to a place which has more privacy 
than she needs, And deviation from the 
norm will be magnified in direct propor- 
tion to the amount of light shed on it, 

Architects, in their frenzied campaign 


NOVEMBER 13, 1945 


for maximum lighting, seem to have for- 
gotten the benefits of dark. Darkness is 
not only the mother of romance; jt is the 
seedbed of imagination. It need not be 
total darkness; a small lamp lighting the 
page of a book creates a special island 
surrounded by dark seas—a kind of opti- 
cal privacy. But the new designers will 
have none of that. The room must be 
evenly lit, so that everything in it is 
apparent, at night as well as in day. 

They forget, too, that hearing grows with 
darkness, as anyone who listens to music 
knows. Full vision is an enemy of full 
listening. It is hard even to speak softly 
and foolishly in a very light room. Night- 
club owners have known that a long time 
But not architects. 

It would be unfair to deny all the ad- 
vantages of modern housing: brightness, 
airiness, economy, and sanitation. The 
fact that you can’t get away with any- 
thing in a transparent house means also 
that a lot of minor vices will be forced 
to disappear: sweeping the dirt under the 
bed, sticking gum under ledges, examining 
your moles. The inhabitant must be pre- 
sentable at all times, since he is at all 
times visible, It will produce a truly beau- 
tiful race. 

On the other hand, will the race be pro- 
duced? Is not modern housing the first 
step towards race-suicide? Supposing the 
brave new citizens can overcome their 
stodgy notions of privacy—is not exhibi- 
tion as dangerous to love as inhibition? 
If Junicr Sees All, will he ever be im- 
pelled to Find Out? Will not the human 
race become little else than specimens in 
glass laboratories, stewing in their own 
culture? 

Architects are people too. They had bet- 
ter watch out. They had better provide 
their houses with at least one dark, un- 
wholesome corner, or resign themselves to 
the horrid fate they are meting out to 
their unsuspecting clients. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL 
DISTINGUISHES ARCHITECT 
AND ENGINEER 

End of the War and reconversion plan- 
ning brings to the fore once again the 
problem of building designs by persons not 
legally qualified. Many men are entering 
private practice for the first time. Let 
them be guided by Act 240, Public Acts 
of 1937. 

In nine out of ten cases, registration is 
required for any commissioned job. Any 
holding out to the public as architect, pro- 
fessional engineer, or land surveyor re- 
quires a license issued by the State Board 
of Examiners. Actual-service rendered is 
governed by the limits of practice set forth 
in the law. A properly registered person 
is necessary on residences over $15,000, 
on any commercial building and on public 
buildings over $2,000. It is unlawful, un- 
der section 22 of the above Act, for a 
municipal building department to accept 
plans for any of the above structures unless 
sealed by a registered practitioner. 

New light has been shed on the subject 
by an opinion of Attorney General John 
R. Dethmers. Whereas in the past there 
has been considerable interchange of ar- 
chitectural and engineering seals, the opin- 
ion states this is contrary to the intent of 
sections 2 and 22 of the Act. 

The pertinent part of this ruling follows: 

“In answer to your first question, we 

are of the opinion, in accordance with 
the statutes above set forth, that a 
separation must be made so as to re- 
quire architectural plans to be sealed 
by registered architects, engineer’ng 
plans to be sealed by registered engin- 
ers, and surveys and plats to be sealed 
by registered land surveyors. We do 
not believe that it was intended by the 
legislature that the above terms should 
be used interchangeably or synony- 
mously.” 

Watts A. Shelly, Executive Secretary, 
Michigan State Board of Registration for 
Architects, Professional Engineers and 
Land Surveyors, 307 Transportation Bldg., 
Detroit 26, Michigan. 
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P. M. OMEARA 

Patrick M. O'Meara, nationally known 
architect of Catholie institutions, died in 
St. Louis, Mo., on Oct. 27, of a respiratory 
ailment. His age was 55. 

An architect there since 1923, Mr. O'- 
Meara also maintained ofiices in Detroit 
and Minneapolis. He had designed most 
all of the newer Catholic buildings in St. 


Louis as well as an addition to St, Mary's 
Hospital, a part of the Mayo Clinic, at 
Rochester, Minn. 


Born in West Bend, Wis., Mr. C’Meara 
was graduated from Holy Angels School in 
1904 and from West Bend High School in 
1908. He studied with the Department of 
Architecture at the University of Notre 
Dame in 1909-10. 

After serving for a while as a grade 
school teacher in Wisconsin, he practiced 


architecture in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
North Dakota and Iowa from 1911 to 1916. 
He became a junior member of the firm 
of Damon & O’Meara in Fort Dodge, Iowa 
in 1916, Six years later he became senior 
member of the firm of O'Meara & Hills 
of St. Louis, Minneapolis and Detroit. 
Since 1939 he headed P. M. O’Meara & 
Associates of St. Louis, Minneapolis and 
Detroit. 

Mr, O'Meara specialized for thirty years 
in ecclesiastical architecture. He designed 
churches, hospitals, motherhouses and col- 
leges throughout the Midwest. His firm 
received a certificate of merit from the St. 
Louis Chamber of Commerce for the de- 
sign of the De Paul Hospital in 1920. 

He was a member of the American Insti- 
tute of Architects, St. Paul Athletic Club 
and Michigan Society of Architects. 
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National Construction Situation 
By THOMAS S. HOLDEN, President, F. W. Dodge Corp., New York City 


A Talk at the Michigan Construction Industry Council, 

called by Governor Kelly, in Lansing, Sept. 18, 1945. 
I THINK I can illustrate the over all situation by reviewing hurriedly some of the facts that have been brought 
out here. The last two gentlemen have indicated needs for private construction in the state of Michigan— 


immediate and urgent needs—of $350 million, plus $50 million of public housing. 
no public ordinary construction in it at all, state or local. 


There is $400 million, with 


$400 million is a somewhat larger amount than the 


total volume of yearly contracts that was ever bid in the state of Michigan at the price levels that prevailed in the 


particular years for which they were re- 
corded. 

This, I think, illustrates the situation 
the country over. The immediate, urgent 
needs are probably beyond the capacity 
of the industry to take care of next year. 

You, Governor Kelly, made the state- 
ment earlier that the largest percentage 
increase that the industry had ever had 
in a given year was 62 percent. I confirm 
that figure exactly. A 62 percent increase 
over this year will not give Michigan $400 
million in construction in 1946. 

That is typical of the whole country. 
There are urgent private needs for con- 
struction of all kinds, beginning with de- 
ferred maintenance and repairs, the pro- 
duction facilities which are needed and 
which have been given a green light by 
the WPB, and very particularly housing 
shortages, which are very acute almost 
everywhere in this country, I have a re- 
port of the Citizens Housing Council of 
New York; they are strongly urging the 
building of temporary housing to take care 
of emergency needs. 

Our own records of postwar projects 
planned indicate, for the 37 states covered 
by our field staff, a total volume of post- 
war projects of nearly $16 billion. About 
half of this total, or $7,775,000,000, repre- 
sents work reported in the design stage. 
Of that, a little better than one-third is 
private and about two-thirds is public. 
We know, of course, that in all these tabu- 
lations it has been easier to get large 
volumes of public work reported than pri- 
vate. 

The volume of private work that we have 
reported is larger than the contract vol- 
ume for the area we cover than in any of 
the years 1938, 1939, or 1940. This does not 
include anything in the way of deferred 
maintenance, repair projects, and so on, 
which are primary and urgent needs. It 
seems to me we have a situation similar 
to that existing during the war, when WPB, 
in making construction allocations, had to 
consider the claims of various agencies, 
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Portland Cement Association, 


SUBJECT: “BUILDING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION IN SOUTH AMERICA.” 


Mr. Boase made a three-months tour of Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay during the 
summer of 1944 to study and report fir Engineering News-Record on construction 
practices of South American engineers and architects in the field of reinforced con- 
crete building work. He was chosen for the assignment because of his reportorial 
ability and knowledge of reinforced design as well as American building codes. 


the Army, the Navy, the Maritime Com- 
mission, and way down to the small voice 
of the civilians. Now the industry itself, 
when we are freed from regulations and 
restrictions, has to deal with the claims 
and demands of these many agencies of 
government and also these private needs, 

On the matter of federal policy, I have 
here an extract from the report issued last 
June by the House Committee on Postwar 
Economic Policy and Planning. It speaks 
of the large volume anticipated in the 
postwar years in order to meet the total 
needs of the country, both private and 
public: 

“Under these circumstances, gov- 
ernment may be in the position of 
competing with private industry for 
its share of the volume of construction 
materials and equipment that will be 
available at the war's end. The com- 
mittee believes it is important to avoid 
such a competitive race between pub- 
lic and private demand for limited 
construction facilities immediately aft- 
er the war.” 

The report goes on to recommend that the 


federal government not make any appro- 
priations as aids to state and local govern- 
ments, because of the fact that they ex- 
pect a large enough construction volume 
without a federal aid program. It recom- 
mends that state and local government 
construction should be held in reserve to 
meet future situations which they do not 
expect to take place now. I am not only 
in accord with that but I testified before 
that committee, stating my belief that the 
volume of demand would be such that no 
emergency program was necessary. There 
is danger of our getting into a boom situ- 
ation if everybody tries to push everything 
at once with all possible speed. The pump 
needs no priming. Pump priming at this 
stage would be the most dangerous pos- 
sible course, not only in terms of creating 
great competition for materials and man- 
power but also possibly creating a postwar 
inflation such as we had in 1919-1920, 
which was very disastrous, but which 
would be much more disastrous this time. 

We have talked about four bottlenecks: 
(1) government controls, which until two 

(See HOLDEN—Page 3) 
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Triplets are an expensive addition to any family. There 
isn’t always room for another in the buggy—or in the 
budget! And there isn’t’ always room for the extra lamp 
or appliance you want to have—if your wiring is in- 
adequate. An inadequate wiring system means frequent 
blown fuses, resetting of circuit breakers and a loss of 
electricity which you pay for in both money and bene- 
fit. Having that recreation room you've always wanted 
may be a grand idea—that is, until you discover that 
you can’t have lights without a network of “drop 
cords.” And your plan to get Junior's electric train 
from underfoot by putting it in the attic won't be 
thwarted if you've modernized your wiring. system to 
meet such needs. Adequate wiring means even dis- 
tribution of outlets on each circuit, that does away 
with “overloading” and frequent blown fuses. It means 


the “full light” of satisfaction in your home. 


This is one of a series 
of adyertisements pre- 
pared in cooperation 
with the Electrical 
Association of Detroit 
in the interest of in- 
suring adequate wiring for every home in this 
area. Any house wired today should have enough 
properly spaced convenience outlets, enough 


circuits and large enough wire sizes for to- 
morrow’s electrical living. It should accom- 
modate the new frozen-food cabinets, electric 
ranges, automatic laundries, electric dish- 
washers and many other electrical appliances 


that will make living pleasanter and easier. 
When you build or remodel, be sure your home 
“measures up” in this important respect. 
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Schools top the list of places where building 
material must be strong, sanitary ar d economical 
in up-keep. Modern schools not only demand 
utility but an intrinsic beauty to influence the 
young scholars. 


For use in schools the material used must be 
attractive in color and cheerful in tone . . . but 
able always to stand hard use. Vermont Marble 
fulfills all these requirements. In this instance 
Florence Vermont Marble partitions were used and 
the effect is one of lasting beauty and durability, 
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months ago were an obstacle; (2) mater- 
ials; (3) prices and price controls; and (4) 
manpower. 

Government controls are being released. 

The material supply situation is much 
better than most people expected. Until 
VJ Day we were led to believe that lum- 
ber was going to continue critical for quite 
a long time. Since then it appears that, 
with the cessation of buying by the armed 
services and with the cessation of order- 
ing by industry for the terrific war-time 
boxing and crating needs, lumber is be- 
coming less tight and is coming into the 
market now at a fairly rapid rate. I do not 
anticipate that lumber is likely to be par- 
ticularly critical next year. I am told that 
clay products are now rather more critical 
than lumber, 

With reference to prices, if OPA is able 
to maintain price controls on materials in 
this period, prices of materials may not 
be a problem next year. Prices of finished 
construction may be a reason why people, 
both private and public, will hesitate to let 
their contracts. When bids are received 
undoubtedly many projects will be post- 
poned by reason of the high costs. 

We are watching with great interest the 
attitude of OPA with regard to ceiling 
prices on houses for sale, Apparently the 
prevailing sentiment in Washington is 
against that. I think it would be bad. We 
need to relieve the housing shortage; to 
get supply caught up with demand so that 
we can get rid of rent controls. At present 
rent controls are the principal deterrent 
to apartment projects. Property owners 
should be free to set their rents in some 
relationship to the cost of construction. 

These first three bottlenecks are much 
less serious than anticipated. The prin- 
cipal bottleneck is apt to be manpower. 
It was feared a year or so ago that we 
might be faced with terrific unemploy- 
ment, Now the question is, where are we 
going to get the men to carry through this 
construction program, There are also 
closely related questions. What will the 
wage scales be? Will we have unrest in 
the labor field and work stoppages? I do 
not know the answers to these questions. 
I do know that manpower, particularly 
skilled building craftsmen, is going to be 
a very critical factor during the early 
stage of the revival of building. At best, 
we cannot carry through the total private 
and public program that is planned in this 
country, 

You have spoken of degrees of urgency. 
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I think this yardstick is going to have to 
apply to everyone trying to put through a 
project. The urgency of need, should de- 
termine what we do. If the need is ur- 
gent, we do not have to be quite as con- 
cerned over cost levels. Furthermore, 
there are certain other things to be con- 
sidered. We probably can go ahead at 
this time faster with the types of projects 
that use principally common labor—high- 
ways, for instance. I think projects that 
require high quality materials and work- 
manship probably would do better at a 
later period than in the next few months, 
We know that the war has brought about 
a deterioration in performance. 

In 1942 the industry was faced with 
stepping up its production to meet the 
needs of war construction. We turned out 
a volume of construction that year larger 
than in any previous year in the country’s 
history. The country’s needs including 
war housing were met in a highly satis- 
factory manner. Manpower was recruited 
fairly rapidly. This was possible because 
a great many projects were not of the ex- 
acting type. They were of a temporary 
nature such as cantonment buildings, etc. 
Thus we might be more successful next 
year in securing manpower for the type 
of projects which will not require a large 
number of skilled workers and high qual- 
ity materials, 

We hope we will be able to meet these 
growing pains without too much friction 
and without serious interruption in the up- 
ward trend, We are not going to get to 
peak postwar volume in 1946—perhaps not 
even in 1947. This industry is the most 
flexible industry we have, but it cannot 
double its output from one year to the 
next. 
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THERE WAS A BIG DISCUSSION at the 
(Grand Rapids Chapter) meeting about 
unification, or rather the last steps in uni- 
fication. Man and boy now I have been 
listening to speeches about unification for 
many’s the year. The subject of unifica- 
tion and the subject of women are alike; 
everybody’s in favor of it but nobody 
knows just how to handle it. I notice 
that most members of the chapter do not 
look favorably on the idea of giving up 
their charter, although most of them have 
never seen the charter and wouldn't rec | 
ognize it if it came up and bit them in 
the leg. I have been trying to remember 
if I ever saw it, and I don’t think I ever 
did. However, this is an understandable 
enough trait; the charter does mean some- | 
thing, although it stays out of sight. It 
seems to me that unification in Michigan 
is about as complete as you can expect 
it to get, The actual forms of unification 
may not have been completed, but to all 
intents and purposes the profession is 
united. United, sometimes, in the bonds 
of Holy Deadlock, as A. P. Herbert put 
it—Roger Allen, in Architectonics. 


BULLETIN—In a recent issue of The 
Bulletin, I was erroneously listed as Chair- 
man of the Jury of Fellows. 

Mr. Frederick W. Garber, F.A.LA., of 
Cincinnati is Chairman of the Jury of Fel- 
lows, and I am only a member of it—Clair 
W. Ditchy. 
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Georgian Picks ’em to Win 


An architectural draftsman who came 
to Detroit from Atlanta, Ga., recently was 
the first 1945 winer in the weekly “Pick 
The Grid Winners” contest staged by the 
Detroit Free Press. 
J Thomas. W. Conrad, of 
Webster Hall Hotel, 
turned the thick with a 
perfect entry for the 
games of Sept. 29. 


He will receive a $100 


war bond as the top 
prize. 
Conrad is employed 


by the architectural firm 
of Harley, Ellington and 


Day Co. He took up 
architecture after serv- 
ing for 13 years as an 
Army officer. He was 
in the artillery in World 
War I. Now 50 years old, Conrad still fol- 
lows all sports closely. He is particularly 
meticulous in the attention he gives to foot- 
ball, especially Southern football. 

Conrad has been athletic-minded for a 
long time. He was graduated from Geor- 
gia Tech in 1917 after he had been the 
regular second baseman on the Tech base- 
ball team and assistant manager of the 
football team. Johnny Heisman coached 
the Tech football team in those days, 

Some months ago Conrad replied to a 
notice in the Bulletin that draftsmen were 
needed in the Detroit area. After coming 
to Detroit, he remarked that “Southern 
hospitality is traditional, whether or not it 
really exists, but I never expected to be 
greeted by Detroit in a form of hospitality 
quite so substantial, and so soon after my 
arrival in your northern city. 

“Thanks to Detroit and thanks to you for 
your effective employment service. While 
I was in the employ of Fraser-Brace Co. 


Conrad 
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White, at the Naval Ordnance plant at 
Camden, Ark. you gave me the names of 
several Detroit firms. As a result of cor- 
respondence, I am now happily situated 
with Harley, Ellington & Day.” 


Owing to change in activities, this ma- 
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SUBJECT: “BUILDING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION IN SOUTH AMERICA.” 


Mr, Boase made a three-months tour of Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay during the 
summer of 1944 to study and report for Engineering News-Record on construction 
practices of South American engineers and architects in the field of reinforced con- 
crete building work. He was chosen for the assignment because of his reportorial 
ability and knowledge of reinforced design as well as American building codes. 


STANTON SPEAKS 
ON MEMORIALS 


Henry Francis Stanton, F.A.LA., spoke 
on War Memorials at a recent meeting of 
the Rosedale Park Woman's club, in De- 
troit. 

Stanton was recently made a Fellow in 
The ALA. “for his integrity, ability and 
devotion to the advancement of the pro- 
fession of architecture, for uniform excel- 
lence of design and executed work, and 
high standards of practice.” A captain in 
World War I, he has made a study of war 
memorials, 
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The drawings, specifications, and files of 
EDWARD X. TUTTLE, ARCHITECT 
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have been acquired by 
PHIL. COWLES HAUGHEY, A.LA. 
and are available for reference at his office 
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E. F. Zerga, Mgr. s $ and 
FACE BRIC Aati Te ACING TILE Fire Protection Engineers & Contractors 
FLOOR BRICK CERAMIC GLAZED TILE Automatic Sprinkler Systems BM SIBLEY KUMARR SOME ANY = MA. Ker- 
CERAMIC GLAZED BRICK FLOOR TILE Also a Complete Line of Pre-Action Devices s 
CID BRICK T125 Exct Milwaukee Avenue RESTRICK LUMBER COMPANY — 14400 Wyoming, 
14545 Schaefer VE. 7.3200. ` Detroit 27, Mich. Madison 4230 DETROIT HOgarth 4830 
AIRT S 


Air 
Compressors 


Portable 
For Rent 


Brick Tor Permanence TURNER-BROOKS, INC. 


Floor Covering Contractors 
Tile for Beauty and Cni urance All Types Floor, Wall and Ceilings 


< 
Bs 
m 
( 3 
mn 
p o 
d ° 
A < 
m 
N o 
fo] 
x 
j 2 
à i : 3 
: ; 2 
ji =x 
pd 
i A p 
mn 
——— ee a Se Ee in ee 


ASPHALT TILE LINOLEUM 
= ais RUBBER TILE CORK TILE 
5 CARPETS RUGS 
Belden-Stark Brick Co. WINDOW SHADES VENETIAN BLINDS 
ACOUSTICAL MATERIALS 
j z r F aout WOOD MOSAIC PARKA’ 
40 to 500 cu. ft.—By Day, Week or Month 14305 Livernois Detroit 4, Michigan MARLITE TILE. ei 
All Accessories Furnished 9910-20 Dexter Blvd. i 
W. H. ANDERSON CO., IN HOgarth 1331 - 1332 - 1333 Detroit, Michigan TO. 8-2470 


Detroit, Michigan 


e With our many years of experience and newly- acquired craftsmanship resulting 
from our war contracts, we are in an even better position to serve on peace-time 
construction now that hostilities have ceased. 


MOYNAHAN METALS COMPANY 


2658 Porter Street Lafayette 1316 
Detroit 16, Michigan 
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PLANNER AND DIRECTOR: 
OTIS WINN 


From Detroit—Today and Tomorrow, 
Publication of Citizens’ Housing and 
Planning Council. 


When he was graduated from the Archi- 
tectural College, University of Illinois in 
1929, Otis Winn won a scholarship to the 
Lake Forest College Foundation for the 
study of architecture, landscape architec- 
ture, painting, and sculpture; there won 
the three-months, competitive, Edward L. 
Ryerson European Architectural Fellow- 
ship for a year’s study on the continent, 
With the winner of the Landscape Fellow- 
ship he toured Europe in a Ford, studying 
large-scale housing and community de- 
velopments, which at that time were well 
advanced in most countries of Europe. 

He says he started with the idea of 
studying the historical development of 
architecture, ended by combining this with 
the evolution of city and community build- 
ing. When he returned to this country in 
1930, he worked for three years in the 
Architectural Department, State of Illinois, 
designing state buildings. 

In 1923 he did an interesting thing—he 
made an analysis of 33 cities and towns 
seeking the best place to locate as an ar- 
chitect—and chose Detroit. 

In Detroit Winn worked as an architect 
for several years with the Austin Company 
on a wide variety of industrial plants. 
Next, as the Associate Architect with the 
Detroit Housing Commission, he super- 
vised the more than twenty million dollar, 
public, low-rent housing program for the 
development of the three-thousand-plus 
dwelling units in the Herman Gardens, the 
Charles, the Parkside Addition, and’ the 
Brewster Addition Projects. 

During the year following his work with 
the Housing Commission he was a mem- 
ber of the Architectural firm of Lyndon, 
Smith, and Winn, specializing in schools 
and industrial buildings, and in 1941 he 
opened his own office for independent gen- 
eral practice of architecture, but with pri- 
mary interest in community and city de- 
velopment work. 

During the war he has been the archi- 
tect on a number of war housing projects, 
and in 1942 was employed by the Federal 
Government as the Chief Supervising Ar- 
chitect for the war housing program of 
the Detroit area. 

Since his days with the Housing Com- 
mission in 1938 Winn has been interested 
in the community building possibilities of 
the International UAW-CIO, believes that 


organized labor will eventually be the 
strongest force in the country to bring 
about a sound social and economic devel- 
opment of our communities. From the 
inception of the UAW-CIO International 
Housing Department Winn has been their 
Housing Consultant, outlines their hous- 
ing and planning program thus: 

1—A broad program to educate (a) 
members, and (b) the public in gen- 
eral. 

2—A legislative program for work on 
federal, state, and community levels, 
Last year, he says, urban re-develop- 
ment legislation was written for 
nearly every state in the union, or 
amendments to existing legislation 
were drawn up, Result: some model 
laws were passed and signed, some 
were amended, a few, as in Michigan, 
were distorted by opposing interests. 

3—A stimulation of consumer-coopera- 
tive groups on the local Union level 
for the development of houses in 
planned communities with the ne- 
cessary community facilities. 

These three steps are a continuous, sim- 
ultaneous process in various stages of 
development. The UAW-CIO Housing De- 
partment supports both private and public 
housing, whatever machinery is necessary 
to do the job well. 

Mayor Jeffries recently reappointed Winn 
to the City Plan Commission for a second 
term. He is a member of the Detroit and 
Michigan Chapters, American Institute of 
Architects, the American Society of Plan- 
ning Officials, and the Special Design Con- 
sultant Committee of FPHA. 

As one of the active directors of the 
CHPC, he feels this Council has an ex- 
tremely important function, hopes our 
membership will broaden rapidly to reach 
more Detroit citizens, because: 

“This Council should be the most widely 
supported organization in Detroit.” 


NEW FIRM 


Thurston R. Jahr, A..A,, and Robert H. 
Lyman have opened offices at 21904 Mich- 
igan Ave., Dearborn. They will conduct 
a general engineering and architectural 
service. 

Jahr has been associated with Bennett 
and Straight until America entered the 
war when he started working for both the 
army and navy, mostly on airfield plan- 
ning and layout. He is a graduate of the 


University of Michigan, 1934, with the de- 

gree of Bachelor of Science in Architecture. 
Lyman has been with the Dearborn city 

engineer's office for the past 13 years, 


in all types of construction. 


PARKERIZING 


FOR FINE APPEARANCE AND 
EFFECTIVE PROTECTION 


Parkerizing combines rust-proofing and a superior finish 
on scores of architectural units. It has been serving for 
years in the building field and the increasing scarcity of 
protective metals now makes it more vitally important 


PARKER RUST PROOF COMPANY 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


FLINT AIRPORT 


Giffels & Vallet, Inc., engineers of De- 
troit, have been awarded a contract by 
the City of Flint, Michigan, to develop an 
over-all airport plan for Flint and the 
surrounding area, according to an an- 
nouncement today by M. W. Cochran, head — 
of the Airport Division of the engineering 
firm. The Airport Division of Giffels & 
Vallet has completed more airport plan- 
ning projects than any other firm in the 
country, the job for Flint being the 89th — 
airport project on which this company and | 
its engineers have been engaged. These | 
include airports throughout North, Cen- 
tral and South America, for the United 
States Army and Navy, as well as for air- 
line companies and a number of munici- 
palities, 

Giffels & Vallet are at present perform- 
ing similar assignments for the City of 
Toledo, Ohio, as well as for Ann Arbor 
and Pontiac, Michigan. 

The airport at Flint was recently turned 
back to the city after having been used 
for several years by the Army Air Forces 
which did a lot to develop the airport to 
its present state. At the present time the 
airport, which has an area of approximate- 
ly 600 acres, is listed as Class 3 and will 
be expanded into a Class 4 airport. 

The development that was performed by 
the Army will save the City of Flint a 
great deal of money, and while it is now 
a satisfactory field from the Army stand- 
point, some rearrangement should be done 
to make it more practicable for civilian 
use, according to Mr. Cochran. 

“The plans for the expansion will re- 
tain the same runway pattern, and it is 
expected that the administration building 
and the existing hangars will be retained,” 
Mr. Cochran said, “Probably the expan- 
sion will require the addition of two or 
more hangars to provide future facilities 
for commercial planes, including private 
plane storage hangars. Doubtless addi- 
tional hangars will be necessary to house 
executive type planes because of the im- 
portance of Flint as an industrial center,” 
Mr. Cochran stated. 
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Piasti-Glaze the Post 
War Glazing Com- 
pound to specify. 
Made trom bodied 
oils and special pig- 
ments. Weatherom- 
eter tests prove that 
Plasti-- Glaze when 
properly applied and 
maintained will last as 
long as the sash. Dries 
rubbery hard, not rock 
hard, easy to apply, 
easy to remove. 


For long life, weather and air-tight glazing use 
America’s Leading Glazing Compound Plasti- 


Glaze. 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS CO. mc. 
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Services To Architects STANDARD COTTON 


Perspectives—Renderings in any medium— WS N 
Water Color, Pencil. Ink. Wash Etchings INSULATION 
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F. ORLA VARNEY, A.LA. © Moisture Proof 
958 PUTNAM AVE. DETROIT 2, MICH. © Best at Lowest Cost 
TBpROOS, TENPS @ Greater Heat Resistance 
@ Vermin Proof 
PHOTOGRAPHS Tests Prove Greater Efficiency of Cotton 
Architectural Progress Copies Warren Fibre Products Co 
JOHN S. COBURN 14290 Meyers Road Detroit 27, Michigan 


517 Charlevoix Bldg., Detroit, CHerry 2836 Telephone HOgarth 5675 


BLUE PRINTS PHOTOCOPY PRINTS OZALID DIRECT PRINTS DRAFTING ROOM FURNITURE DRAWING MATERIALS 


DUNN BLUE PRINT CO. 


“At Your Service- Any Time= Any Where” 
5922 SECOND TR, 1-7525 DETROIT, MICH. 


The Modern home needs 
Adequate Wiring! 


THE DETROIT EDISON CO. 


